
ASD Parents and Families,  

Welcome back from winter break and Happy New Year! We are looking forward to an exciting year ahead with our focus on the success of 
our students. 

Holiday Events
I hope you had a chance to attend one of our many holiday events before winter break. I received wonderful feedback from parents and the 
community, and I want to congratulate our students and staff for the fantastic concerts and events at each school during December. It was 
great to hear students performing, showing their talents, and creating memories that will last a lifetime. With support from additional staff 
and administration, our music staff, including Benji Latham, Dr. Vincent Centeno, Jesse Strauch, Tamara Stephens, and Angela Pederson, 
worked tirelessly to accomplish these exceptional events and performances. 

First Semester Ends January 27, 2023
We are in the final stretch of the first Semester, with just under three weeks remaining. This is an important stretch for our students to 
buckle down and work on getting the most out of the final days of the term. We ask that families continue to help us work with their 
children in keeping their focus to finish the semester strong.
 
Board Appreciation Month 
Annually in January, we celebrate school board appreciation month. Our school board comprises five dedicated parents and 
community members who volunteer their time to benefit the students of the District. The Astoria School District Board of 
Directors was recently highlighted in an Oregon School Board Association news brief outlining the makeup of the board 
and the work they are doing in our District. The featured article can be viewed here.

We look forward with excitement to the coming year. 

With gratitude, 
Craig Hoppes, Superintendent
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Superintendent Craig Hoppes            choppes@astoriak12.org                 503-325-6441

https://www.osba.org/News-Center/Announcements/2022/20221213Astoria.aspx
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Monday, January 16
In observance of

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

NO SCHOOL

School & District Profiles
Oregon Department of Education 
releases yearly profile reports for all 
school districts and schools in the State 
of Oregon. You can review and download 
the Astoria Schools reports on Oregon 
Dept. of Education website at:
School Report Cards - Astoria School District

Teacher Workdays
January 30

All Teacher Workday
No School All Students

January 31
Secondary Teacher Workday 
No School  6th -12th Grades 

(Elementary Regular School Day)

Get updates and 
information at

www.astoria.k12.or.us
Or Find us on Facebook at 

   Astoria School District

NEXT MEETING:
January 11, 2023

Board meeting agendas are posted the Friday 
before here: Astoria School Board Agendas

December Meeting Highlights:
December 12, 2022 
● ASD School Board met with Oregon Senator Elect Suzanne 

Weber and Oregon State Representative Elect Cyrus Javadi 
to discuss upcoming education legislation and the needs of 
Astoria Schools.    

December 14, 2022:
● Clatsop Works Presentation
● Controversial Topics Policy Review
● School Board Goals 2022-2024

Previous meetings link: Astoria School Board Minutes
All Board Meetings are open to the public and held at the Astoria School District Office - 
785 Alameda at 5:45 & 7:00 pm. Community members are encouraged to attend.

ASTORIA 
SCHOOL BOARD

https://www.oregon.gov/ode/schools-and-districts/reportcards/reportcards/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.astoria.k12.or.us
https://www.astoria.k12.or.us/school_board/meeting_agendas
https://www.astoria.k12.or.us/school_board/meeting_minutes


Astor Elementary Principal Kate Gohr
kgohr@astoriak12.org503-325-6672

Maritime Museum
On December 13, 2022, several second grade 
classrooms learned about Bioluminescence: Light in 
the Darkness, from  the Columbia River Maritime 
Museum in the Schools program. Seventy-six percent 
of animals that live in the ocean are bioluminescent. 
This program highlights creatures of the midnight 
zone and the adaptations that help them survive. 
Experiments will focus on light and color in the deep 
sea. 

Encore Dance
On Friday, December 16, Encore Dance Studio 
performed an assembly for Astor Elementary. 
The students who danced ranged in age from 
kindergarten through high school. They 
danced to various songs from the Nutcracker 
and also to some holiday jazz. Our students 
and staff really enjoyed their performance to 
kick off winter break!

mailto:kgohr@astoriak12.org


Lewis & Clark Elementary 503-325-2032
Principal Eva Hague
ehague@astoriak12.org

Seth Howard Magic ShowWinter Concert Performance
On December 15th Lewis and 
Clark students enjoyed a school 
assembly featuring Magician and 
Mind Reader, Seth Howard. Mr. 
Howard performed various magic 
tricks and invited students to join 
him for some of the acts. It was a 
fun way to lead into our Winter 
Break!

The Lewis and Clark Elementary Winter Concert on December 8th was the first 
since before the pandemic. Many of the 3rd and 4th Graders had yet to 
experience putting on a music performance before a live audience. Dr. Centeno, 
our music teacher, did an exceptional job teaching, practicing, and putting 
together a fantastic concert! They all performed wonderfully and with gusto, 
and the teachers and staff were proud of them. The students sang a total of five 
songs. In addition, there were two featured soloists, Rebecca Reid (5th grade) 
and Gus Bornstein (4th grade), and two guest musicians, Mr. Paul Brady, on the 
piano, and Mr. Kris Quist, percussionist. Many teachers and staff helped with 
the Winter decorations, making props, and organizing the students. Our head 
custodian, Mr. Kevin, helped to set up the Cafeteria and Gym for the audience, 
and Transportation helped shuttle the parents to and from Lewis and Clark 
Elementary. Everyone involved agreed it was a complete success, and we look 
forward to the next student body performance!!



Astoria Middle School 503-325-4331
Principal Linda Brech

lbrech@astoriak12.org

Holiday Gift Exchange
Staff, community members, and 
students donated items to the 
Astoria Middle School Holiday 
gift exchange. Students can 
"purchase" gifts for family 
members, friends, themselves, or 
sometimes even staff members 
with Viking awards. All students 
start the year with Viking awards 
gifted to them by their teachers, 
they have the opportunity to earn 
more with positive behavior 
observed by staff. Retired AMS 
teacher Ms. Noack returned to 
run the the exchange which is 
always a huge success!

Mr.Gagnon invited 
students into his 

classroom during lunch 
to watch the World Cup 

Soccer finals.

Contributions from students in Mr. Gagnon’s Yearbook Class;
Henry Lawrence, Lina Lee, and Ava McCarley



Astoria High School 503-325-3911
Principal Lynn Jackson

ljackson@astoriak12.org

“Tess Hall, recognized by the National Association of 
Agricultural Educators, for her exemplary performance and 
dedication to agricultural education.  Tess Hall, agricultural 
educator at Astoria High School in Oregon, is one of 33 
agricultural educators nationwide who received the 2022 
National Association of Agricultural Educators Teachers 
Turn the Key (TTTK) Scholarship Award, presented during 
the 2022 NAAE Convention, November 29 through 
December 3, in Las Vegas.”  Congratulations Ms. Hall on this 
great honor.

Throughout the month of December, Astoria High School music 
ensembles hosted concerts celebrating their work and talents in our 
choir, orchestra, and bands.  On Tuesday, December 13, 2022, AHS 
hosted our annual holiday cheer assembly during which each 
ensemble was able to perform. They were wonderful!  However, the 
show-stoppers were the amazing students of Astor Elementary, 
graduating AHS classes of 2033-2035!  Their skills, coupled with the 
cuteness factor, were unstoppable! 

Thank You!
On Wednesday, December 
14, 2022, parents of AHS 
students provided staff an 
incredible grab-n-go 
breakfast.  Their caring and 
service, and that of all our 
community supporters, is 
appreciated.  Thank you for 
all that you do in supporting 
our young adults and 
teachers in their academic, 
social, and co-curricular 
activities.

Holiday Cheer Assembly

Under the guidance of 
Mr. Mickey Cereghino, 
AHS students 
participated in the 2nd 
annual Holiday Coloring 
contest, potentially being 
recognized with their 
name on this behemoth 
of a trophy.  Categories 
included Traditional, 
Creative, and Black and 
White.  Excellent work.

End of the First Semester
The 1st semester of the 2022-2023 school year will end on Friday, January 27, 2023.  
Finals will take place on the 26th & 27th with a special bell schedule for 
assessments (No change to the length of the school day).  Please work with your 
student and their teachers to help them finish the semester well.  Information 
regarding assignments and grades can be found in your ParentVue app.  If you do not 
have this app or are struggling to access it, please contact Ms. Tami Jones in the 
Counseling  office at:  tjones@astoriak12.org.  Thank you.

Snowman 
Artists

“Turn the Key” Awarded to Mrs. Hall

mailto:tjones@astoriak12.org


Life Learning Social Emotional Learning for All
https://sites.google.com/astoriak12.org/asdsel/home

TAKE A BREATH

As the new year begins, 
many start with goal 
setting and sparking new 
interests. While these are 
wonderful practices, any 
change  can bring on 
pressure to achieve. 
When these pressures 
occur taking a moment 
to bring your mind to the 
present - becoming 
aware - can provide our 
brains a much needed 
break. 

We all have breath and 
here are three simple 
breathing strategies you 
can use to help a 
worrying mind ‘take a 
break’. Try any of these 
when you want to take a 
pause from pressure. 

Links for more calming strategies: 
● Free finger tracing calm down cards
● Calming color pages - online or printable
● Box breathing - the Navy Seal way

FINGER TRACING

https://sites.google.com/astoriak12.org/asdsel/home
https://f.hubspotusercontent40.net/hubfs/7558393/Calm%20Down%20Finger%20Tracing%20Cards.pdf
https://coloringbook.pics/category/coloring-books-for-kids/mandalas/
https://youtu.be/FJJazKtH_9I

